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7. What is one hairstyle that you work constantly on until
you perfected it?

The barrell/pin curl ponytail. It showcased my skill,
creativity, and personality. This particular style is a
statement: a conversational piece, and I had to get it
right.

8. Why is there a battle between the styles and customer?

Lack of communication, understanding, and egos. Most
listen to respond, and not to understand. That’s on both
sides. We all may not be adults, but are all human, so
respect is key. Respect the stylist enough to know that they
have the client’s best interest at heart to fulfill and carry
out the vision, and respect the client enough to know that
the level of trust they are placing into the stylist to not only
bring the vision to pass, but actually care about what and
how they are doing it to achieve the vision.

9. How do you think as a community we can take the Hair
industry back?

Put our egos aside and learn from each other. Place respect
back in the industry. We all can learn from each other,
nothing is outdated, and history repeats itself. We have to
know that’s it’s okay to modify and bring something new to
the table, and to go back to the basics when needed.

10. What is the biggest decision you have made in the hair
industry?

Retiring. I have been in the workforce, however I have been in
the hair industry for a really long time. Hair is basically my life.
I had to bow out gracefully for the moment, but hair will
always be my first love.

1. What is one hair moment that has always stuck with you?

When I discovered that I could lift my hair with peroxide
(not developer) at the age of 12. Hair is nothing but
experiments, and I was my own guinea pig.

2.What is one hairstyle that you work constantly on until
you perfected it?

The claw wrap. Short hair is my fave! You have to have
much personality to be creative, in my opinion.

3.What is the biggest lesson you learn in the hair industry?

Be kind to everyone, but trust no one. The industry can be
and is grimy and cutthroat. I had to grow tough skin to
maintain. One is constantly criticized, and looked at
through a microscope. I learned to be okay with being ME.

4.What separates you from all the others in the hair world?

Character-who I am as an individual.
Integrity-who I am to to myself and other when no one’s
looking.
Respect and being trustworthy goes hand in hand. I am a
firm believer that those two tho things will take you far.

Leah Nichols 
 NewOrleans 
Hair Slayer 

5.What are some of the things that you specialize in?

Number 1! HEALTHY HAIR! Next, treatments, hair color, hair
cutting, extensions.

6. What effect did black hair have on you that you decided
to make it a career?

The fact that black hair can be molded and hold any style
that it’s manipulated into. They’re so many myths about
how ethnic hair can’t be styled, or wouldn’t last, and I have
managed to kill every one that I’ve heard.
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